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EYFS KS1 KS2A KS2B Extension 

Developing planning and communication ideas: 

Ask questions about why things happen and how things work 

 

Explore objects and 

materials with hands and 

mouth 

 

Begin to show curiosity and 

interest in making things 

happen 

Explore objects and begin to 

develop ideas through trial 

and error. 

 

Explore by shaping materials 

and experience putting 

together components. 

 

Are interested and 

interested in making things 

happen and communicate 

their ideas through their 

actions 

Develop their ideas by 

drawing on their own 

experiences 

 

Begin to develop ideas by 

shaping materials and 

putting together 

components. 

 

Begin to talk about their 

ideas, make suggestions 

about  what to do next as 

their ideas develop 

 

Begin to communicate their 

ideas using a variety of 

methods including drawing 

Develop their ideas by 

drawing on their own and 

other peoples experiences 

 

Develop ideas by shaping 

materials and putting 

together components 

 

Talk about their ideas and 

begin to do next as their 

ideas develop 

 

Communicate their ideas 

using a variety of methods 

including drawing and 

making models 

Plan what to do next as their  

ideas develop. 
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and making models  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working with tools, equipment materials and components to make quality  products 

Build and construct with a wide range of objects, selecting appropriate resources and adapting their work where necessary 

Select the tools and techniques they need to shape, assemble and join materials they are using 

 

Show curiosity and in things 

that are built up and fall 

down, and that open and 

close 

 

Explore a range of tools used 

for a purpose 

Are interested in pulling and 

pushing things, and begin to 

build structures 

 

Join construction pieces 

together to build and 

balance 

 

Begin to try out a range of 

tools and techniques safely  

 

Explore the sensory qualities 

of materials 

Construct with a purpose in 

mind, using a variety of 

resources. 

 

Begin to assemble, join and 

combine materials and 

components 

 

Begin to use simple finishing 

techniques to improve the 

appearance of their product, 

using a range of equipment 

 

With guidance follow safe 

procedures for safety and 

hygiene 

 

Use simple tools and 

Begin to measure mark out, 

cut and shape a range of 

materials 

 

Assemble join and combine 

materials and components 

 

Use simple finishing 

techniques to improve the 

appearance of their product, 

using a range of equipment 

 

Follow safe procedures for 

safety and hygiene 

 

Select tools, techniques and 

materials for making their 

product from a range 

Measure mark out, cut and 

shape a range of materials 



     Design &  Technology Coverage 

 

techniques competently and 

appropriately 

 

Explore the sensory qualities 

of materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

suggested by the teacher 

 

Explore the sensory qualities 

of materials and how to use 

them 

Evaluating processes and products 

Ask questions about why things happen and how things work. Adapting their work where necessary 

 

Begin to show curiosity and 

interest in making things 

happen 

Are curious and interested in 

making things happen 

Talk about their ideas, saying 

what they like and dislike 

Begin to identify what they 

could have done differently 

or how they could improve 

their work in the future 

Identify what they could 

have done differently or how 

they could improve their 

work in the future 

Knowledge and understanding of materials and components 

Find out about, and identify features of objects they observe 

Investigate objects and materials by using all of their senses as appropriate  

 

Explore various construction 

materials  

Experience the working 

characteristics of materials 

e.g. folding paper to make it 

stiffer, plaiting yarn to make 

it stronger 

 

Experience how mechanisms 

can be used in different ways 

e.g. wheels and axels, joints 

that allow movement 

Begin to develop an 

understanding of the 

working characteristics of 

materials e.g. folding paper 

to make it stiffer, plaiting 

yarn to make it stronger 

 

Begin  to develop an 

understanding of how simple 

mechanisms can be used in 

Know and understand about 

the working characteristics 

of materials e.g. folding 

paper to make it stiffer, 

plaiting yarn to make it 

stronger 

 

Know and understand how 

mechanisms can be used in 

different axels e.g. wheels  
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different ways e.g. wheels  

and axels, joints that allow 

movement 

and axels, joints that allow 

movement 

 

 


